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A land tied closely to the sea, Iceland is adorned with rich coastal flatlands, rugged mountains, 
active hot springs and an abundance of life. Our short journey covered the Southwest part of the 
island taking us through some dramatic landscapes complete with old lava beds, snowcapped 
peaks, rushing waterfalls and friendly people. Late spring is the breeding season for many birds. 
With courtship in the air, some were frantically busy establishing territory while others 
continued to migrate northward.  Cool and breezy, our photographic efforts came with many 
challenges. Regardless, we all had success in capturing some amazing images including colourful 
birds, rustic rural scenery and charming domestic animals. No question, we all had a great time 
while learning a lot.  
 
 
Day 1 – May 21 
Our group starts their journey mid afternoon at Keflavik Airport, then driving a few hours 
eastward along the coast for our first night at Guesthouse Heba. Skies were partly cloudy, yet 
mostly clear. We enjoyed our drive along the coast with impressive glaciers and snow capped 
mountains in the distance. Much of the Icelandic landscape is punctuated with vast ranch fields 
complete with iconic Icelandic Horses and sheep. When conditions warranted, we stopped for 
breeding birds like Black-tailed Godwits, Eurasian Oystercatcher and Whimbrel, mainly near 
roadside ponds.  At Guesthouse Heba, we enjoyed a serene view over a relatively calm ocean.  
For dinner, we walked to a nearby seafood restaurant made famous for attracting Hollywood 
movie stars. En route we visited an old sod fisherman’s hut. Overhead we watched Arctic Terns 
flying from the ocean to the breeding territories. A lone Northern Wheatear made refuge in the 
local cemetery. Everyone enjoyed the tasty food at the Lobster House - a great start to the trip.  
 
 
Day 2 – May 22 
After a good night’s slumber, we wake up to a delightfully calm morning and a hearty home-
made breakfast. With sun shining, we drove slowly north through ranchland and lava fields. 
Sprinkled along the roadside were lots of shorebirds, waterfowl, horses, and rustic scenery. We 
made frequent stops since no other vehicles crowded the road. We enjoyed it so much it took 
several hours to get to the main highway. We stopped in the village of Selfoss to buy sandwiches 
for lunch. Then we headed up northeastward along the foothills with Mount Hekla as a backdrop. 
We stopped to photograph ducks and shorebirds in the various roadside ponds. Several domestic 
animals showed up including more handsome Icelandic Horses. Ice-capped volcanoes, various 
birds and Icelandic Horses dominated the roadside scenery. We made a sudden stop for a flock of 
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400+ Pink-footed Geese - a very exciting sight. We took a side road to Hjálparfoss waterfall for 
lunch. A bonded pair of Harlequin Ducks made an appearance below the falls. We returned back 
west on Hwy 32 stopping for icecream and to photograph friendly horses. A roadside sheep-coral 
had a pair of alarmed Eurasian Oystercatchers protecting a nest. We finally make our way to 
Skaholt - our next lodge for a few days. The lodge was busy with many people visiting this 
significant religious and historic site. We settled in with a scrumptious Cod dinner.  
 
 
Day 3 – May 23 
Dawn arrives with much bird activity and a bit of drizzle. Clouds in the distance appeared slightly 
darker as we left for the southeast. We drive to Hwy 1 and ultimately to the Landeyjahöfn ferry 
launch. We watched as a small flock of Red Knot came circling down to the dark sandy beach. 
Also present were a pair of displaying Purple Sandpipers and several Ruddy Turnstone. Heading 
back to the highway, we drove past a few Red-throated Divers swimming in small roadside 
ponds.  We then drove down a dirt road stopping to photograph Lupin and Moss Campion. 
Further down we enjoyed a stop that had photogenic Icelandic Horses with a wispy Gluggafoss 
Waterfall as a backdrop. We also spotted many shorebirds, Arctic Terns, Black-headed Gulls and 
Arctic Skuas on territory, a few posing for our cameras. We circled back west enjoying the 
scenery and some old buildings, including a few churches. At our comfort break, Nina discovers a 
few traditional Norwegian treats being sold in the local roadside shop. I think she cleaned out the 
store ‘s full stock of “Kaviar” - a yummy blend of fish flavours in a tube. Our next stop was 
Seljalandsfoss where some of us walked behind the falls for photos. Further east, we drove down 
another dirt road looking for Bonxie. Instead, we found a pair of dark Arctic Skuas, a family of 
Whooper Swans with cygnets and 5 Red-necked Phalaropes. At Dyrhólaey, our furthest eastward 
stop, we walked over rugged volcanic shapes surrounded by black sand beaches and seabird 
colonies. We headed back to Skalholt for dinner and a quick presentation on basic photography.  
 
 
Day 4 – May 24 
The morning starts fairly calm. But, it didn’t take long for the wind to pick up. We stopped for a 
Red-throated Loon en-route to the Westman Island ferry. Once we boarded the ferry we 
assembled for a quick coffee. We then gathered outside along a sheltered part of the rails to 
observe birds flying over the Atlantic. We saw lots of Northern Fulmars, Black-legged Kittiwakes 
and Arctic Terns. As we approached Westman Island, we started seeing many Common Murres, 
Atlantic Puffins, a few Razorbills, small numbers of Northern Gannets and two Manx 
Shearwaters.  Upon arrival we went for a boat tour around the island. Our small boat tossed 
about in the blowing wind and large swells. This posed many challenges for our photography, 
especially since the boat was crowded with many land-loving students. Regardless, we managed 
to capture a few good images. We continued our exploration by driving around the island 
stopping periodically to take advantage of photo opportunities. Among the highlights were 
recent lava flows, historical markers, a kittiwake colony and a hill with domestic sheep. We 
searched for photogenic scenery that included interesting foregrounds and backgrounds. Fields 
of lupin blooms made colourful foregrounds for quaint houses and rolling hills. We returned to 
our lodge late for dinner. Our delicious trout was accompanied with a birthday celebration for 
John.  
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Day 5 – May 25 
We started with a cold, windy and rainy morning. Regardless, we left early for Geyser and 
Gullfoss - two popular attractions relatively near our lodge. It suddenly became very rainy and 
damp at Geyser where Strokker, the most active of the geysers, erupted three times before we 
left.  We arrived a little early at Gullfoss where a few of us stepped out to photograph the 
dramatic cascade in the rain. To escape the rain, we sat down in the visitors centre for some hot 
chocolate and delicious cakes. We couldn’t help exploring the endless aisles for souvenirs. We 
returned back to Skaholt for an impromptu wildlife photography presentation. Meanwhile, Nina 
spent some time creatively photographing the historic Skalholt church. The sun suddenly came 
out so we all jumped in the van for a quick visit of  Þingvellir Park (pronounced Thingvellir). We 
stopped several times en-route to photograph Iceland’s signature scenery of mossy lava fields 
with mountainous backdrops. When we finally arrived in the park we noticed many people. 
Fortunately, we found our own sanctuary with three accommodating Red-throated Loons, 
several Red-necked Phalaropes and a male Rock Ptarmigan. This delightful area reveals some 
dramatic features that demonstrate the continental divide between Europe and North America. 
Satisfied with our photographic success, we returned to Skalholt for dinner.   
 
 
Day 6 – May 26 
We left early from Skalholt after breakfast to our next destination - the Snaefellsnes Peninsula. 
En-route, we revisited Þingvellir Park where we took a few more photos of ducks, phalaropes, 
Graylag Geese and Red-throated Loons.  Yoshi, Meg and Nina captured the awesome cracks and 
divides in the landscape characteristic of this inspiring park. It stayed overcast as we drove 
through the remote valleys all the way to Borgarnes where we stopped for lunch. We passed 
endless rugged volcanic scenery on our way to hotel Framnes on the Snaefellsnes Peninsula. 
Once we checked in, we quickly drove west. Many of Iceland’s most familiar landmarks occur 
here. We ended the evening with a tasty meal at the hotel.  
 
 
Day 7 – May 27 
We woke up to gale force winds and horizontal rain. After breakfast, since the weather wouldn’t 
cooperate, Tony & Nina conducted thorough presentations on photographic composition and 
photo editing. However, the winds continued to be so strong, we struggled simply to get into the 
van. We drove a short distance to a local café for lunch. Still with howling winds and potential 
road hazards, we decided to take the afternoon off to just relax around the hotel - a sleepy day.  
 
 
Day 8 – May 28 
We got up early for our long drive back to the airport. The wind was still troublesome while 
driving through the Snaefellsnes Peninsula. We stopped for a quick coffee break in Borgarnes. 
Our route then continued south through the Hvalfjörður Tunnel past Reykjavik and onto 
Keflavik. With a bit of extra time before our flights, we stopped at the picturesque Garður 
Peninsula where we did a bit of birding and photography, mainly of the shoreline and 
lighthouses. After a hearty lunch in Keflavik, we drove to the airport. Sadly, we bid our fond 
farewells. 
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